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REMARKS : 

1) Referring to item 10) of the Office Action Summary, the Examiner 
is respectfully requested to approve the formal drawings that 
were originally filed with this application on August 31, 2001. 

2) A few corrections have been made by the present amendment in the 
specification. These corrections are merely clerical or 
editorial, and do not introduce any new matter. Entry thereof 
is respectfully requested. 

3) The claims have been amended as follows. Independent claim 25 
has been amended to incorporate the subject matter of prior 
claims 27 and 28. Independent claim 34 has been amended to 
incorporate the subject matter of prior claim 47. Claims 27, 28 
and 47 have been canceled. Several of the claims have been 
amended in an editorial manner for stylistic reasons, or for 
improved streamlining and conformance among the claims. New 
claims 48 and 49 have been added, whereby claim 48 is supported 
by a combination of original claims 34, 38 and 42, and claim 49 
is supported by a combination of original claims 34 and 45. In 
view of the mere combination of claims and editorial amendment, 
the present claim amendments and new claims do not introduce any 
new matter. Entry and consideration of the claim amendments and 
the new claims are respectfully requested. 
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4) Referring to section 5 on page 3 of the Office Action, the 
indication of allowable subject matter in original claims 28, 42, 
46 and 47 is appreciated. All of the present remaining claims 
incorporate the indicated allowable subject matter, as follows. 

Amended independent claim 25 incorporates the allowable 
combination of prior claims 25, 27 and 28. Thus, claim 25 and 
its dependent claims 26 and 2 9 to 33 should now be allowable. 

Amended independent claim 34 incorporates the allowable 
combination of prior claims 34 and 47. Thus, claim 34 and its 
dependent claims 35 to 46 should now be allowable. 

New independent claim 48 is based on the allowable 
combination of prior claims 34, 38 and 42, and should be 
allowable . 

New independent claim 49 is based on the allowable 
combination of prior claims 34 and 46, and should be allowable. 

5) Referring to sections 3 and 4 on page 3 of the Office Action, the 
rejections of claims 25 to 27, 29 to 41 and 43 to 45 as 
anticipated by US Patent 5 , 783 , 333 (Mayer) or US Patent 6,007,947 
(Mayer) have been obviated by the present amendment. As pointed 
out above, all of the present remaining claims incorporate 
allowable subject matter from previous claims that had not been 
rejected. Accordingly, the rejections cannot be maintained, and 
should be withdrawn. 
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6) Favorable reconsideration and allowance of the application, 
including all present claims 25, 26, 29 to 46, 48 and 49, are 
respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Takuya SUNAGAWA 

Applicant 
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